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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 


OQUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR. 


. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Anjumani Panjab of the 25th Circulation, 


ge that 408 copies. 
The arrival of Nasir Jan, July says that it is rumoured tha 


be: Russian Envoy, at Ka- Nagir « an, the Russian Envoy, accomi- 
panied by ten or twelve horsemen, has 
arrived at Kabul. He has brought a message from -the 
Russian Government to. the. Amir:Yakub Khan to the effect: 
~ that bis grandfather, Dost Muhammad Khan, and. his father, 
Sher Ali Khan, were its allies; but that he has unwisely 
entered into a friendly alliance v ith the English power, and 
that he should abandon his alliance with the British and 
make friends with the -Russians. Yakub Khan has placed - 
the Envoy i in the house’ of Amir-ud. daula Khan, gives him 
five rupees a day for his expenses, and has told him that he 
will give him a replyto hi i ibid’ when: Major Cavagnari 
arrives at Kabul. In regard: ‘the above rumour, the editor — 
remarks that it is ‘difficult t Bay’ whether it is true or false. 
any reasons wh induce us to believe it to be false. 


of great satisfaction that the 


- 
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Circulation, 
630 copies. 


“Amir has told Nasir Jan that he will 


cive him a reply on the 


arrival of Major Gava gnari. This shows that he 18 loyal and 
anxious to act in accordance with his treaty stipulations with 
the Government. Another proof of his loyalty and Wisdom ig 
that he has resolved to disband his army, and to revert to the 
old Afghan system’ of exacting aid-from his chiefs and jagir. 


dars in time of emergeney. 


The Koh-i-Nér of the 26th July says. that the Russians 
fee are really very shrewd. When the 
| Government invaded Afghanistan, 
they gladly declared that it might occupy the Amir’s terri- 
torities as far as Herat, if it pleased. - This declaration was 
so opposed to Russian character that thoughtful persons sus- 
pected that it originated from some secret motives. The des 
patch of an expeditionary force against’ Mérv has removed 


the veil which lay over the affair. The Russians imagined 


that if they interfered in the affairs of Afghanistan, the Gov- 
ernment of India would prevent them from carrying out their 


designs against Merv. But their policy will not succeed. We 
' did not mean to aunex Afghanistan, nor did we destroy those 


places which our troops occupied during the war. On the 
contrary we have guaranteed protection to the Amir against 


foreign aggression. But Russia wishes to destroy and annex 


Mery. It would be useless to refer here to her ulterior ob 
jects. Her acts have belied her assurances to the British 
power. The fear of the brave Tekke Turcomans and physi- 
cal obstacles have hitherto deterred her from invading Merv. 
But she has now senta strong expedition, consisting of thirty 
thousand troops, against that country. If it proves successful, 
of which, however, there is little hope ; we will not look with 


e °' Pe ube Rey ce Ris ee | . n 
_ Indifference at her further conquests in Central Asia. Whe 


she arrives at the door of Afghanistan, should we sit witt 
folded hands as disinterested : spectators ? An international 
law, like the one that : exists: in - Europe, should be 1° 
troduced in Central Asia,’ It is an excellent law. It 
Prevents .a country in Europe from encroaching upon 


another, and from acquiring: undut ) power. ene } late: Berlin <m 
was based on this law. ‘The introduction of this — 
very useful. in Central: ‘Asia, but the’ difficulty. is 


Treaty 


law will be v 
that all the Asiatic powers. are. weak and uncivilised,. except 


England and Russia. It is not: wise to be indifferent. to the 


proceedings of Russia in Central Asia, and the British:power 
should endeavour to check: her aggression by the introdue- 
ion of international law, or the conclision of a fresh treaty 


with her. Formerly we had no means of obtaining reliable | 


information about Central Asia, but now that the Amir has 


agreed to the establishment of. our Resident. in his terri- 


tories, we can closely. watch the. _ omen of Russia from 


Herat. 
NATIVE. STATES. 


A correspondent of the Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 26th ‘Sale, 
writing. fromm Bharatpur, states . that 
bribery and corfuption prevail in the 
state. Justice is sold-to the. highest bidder.. The writer 
then states that the daugher of Raja Ajit Singh, the elder 


Bharatpur. 


brother of the Maharaja, has come of.age, but that the 


Maharaja does not seem to take the least.care to marry her. 
The Resident of Bharatpur | and the Agent to the Governor- 


General for Rajputana, who are, as it were, the patrons of 


the State, should take the. matter into. their favorable con- 
sideration. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Oudh Aklbdér of the 26th July, in regard to an 
Neiiininiade r poe article of the Indian Herald, in which 
trict officers, it urged the reduction of the tour ex- 

| -- penses of district officers, and pro- 


posed that native officers and clerks should not be allowed. 


the use of tatties and pankhas ‘at the public expense during 
the hot weather, on the ground that they do not use them 
ab their houses, remarks. that the’ tour charges should 
be retrenched as far as ‘possible. No officer should be 
allowed to wake” more than one clerk or muharrir with him 
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‘on’ tour. : ‘Bak the: travel ing ‘tbitiinien ‘Biven to officers 


should not be sO much Tae t as to se insufficient for their 


officers and dlorks should not ‘be allowed the use of tatties and 


pankhas, the proposal is: simply ridiculous, they would not be 


able to work so hard. — taties and pankhas, as they do 
_ them. 


3, 


The Mirdt-ul- Hind for July says that misfortunes are not 
The retrenchment of. unmixed evils. Famine has prevailed 
public expenditure. - in India for the last two or three years, 
and hundreds of thousands of men have perished from starva- 
tion. But the famine has not proved an unmixed evil. The 
Government has been convinced that the country is not so rich 
as it has been supposed. to-bé. The Secretary of State has 
asked. the Government of: India to retrench public expendi- 
ture, and has. recommended the substitution of cheap native 
agency in the place of the costly European agency for con- 
ducting the administration. In aceordance with his wishes 
the Supreme Government. has issued a circular to all local Go- 
vernments and Administrations on the subject, and ordered that 
no man; except a native, should be appointed to a post of more 
than Rs, 200 without its sanction. According to the definition 
given in the ciroular, the word native also applies to those 
Europeans who are permanently domiciled in India. Although 
the application of the word to: them. appears at first t» be pre- 
judicial to the interests of the natives, it is really useful to the 
country, because the interests of the two sects of the community 
are identical. Similar orders regarding the more extended em- 
ployment of natives were issued on a former occasion, but they 
remained a dead letter. ‘This time, too, it has been expressly 
stated in the circular above referred to that the Governor- 
General i in Council is not prepared to give immediate effect 
to it; and, therefore, far from i inspiring the natives with hope, 
it has been a source of anxiety to them. They fear that pro 
bably the hard-worked and il-paid subordinate native officers 


all alone be sacrificed. on; the. altar...of r ‘ onan pat, Hite 
which the public service is at present threatened, and the 
higher European. officers. will. eseape -s0ot-free,. The ¢com- 


mittee which has been .appt inted at: Simla to examine the 
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public expenditure and. propose reductions, where ‘possible - 
consists of the secretaries of. the various departments of the. 


Government of India, who are undoubtedly very able men. 


In order to convince the native officers that the same cons! dera- 


tion has been shown to their interests as to thos cot Rave 
peans, it would be well if a few high native officers were also 
admitted into the committee. _ 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 39th J uly welcomes the intro- 
The new Oudh judicial. Auction of the Oudh judicial scheme, 


scheme, _ , The writer isylad to state that the new 


Oudh Civil Courts’ Bill received the assent of the Governor- 
General in Council on the 24th July, and will come into force 
on the Ist of August. Great good will accrue from the 
new scheme. _ Persons. who live in the interior of a district 
were hitherto exposed to a great deal of inconvenience 
and expense. They. were obliged to go to the headquarters 
for every suit. But the establishment of munsifs’ courts 
in the interior of districts. will save ‘them all this trouble 
and expense, Pleaders. will be also benefited by the new 
scheme, Those pleaders who could not compete with their 
brethren of established reputation at Lucknow,’ will thrive 
well in the in terior of districts. The Government has ‘exer- 
csed great care in the selection of new officers and the amla. 
In regard to the reduced scale of pay fixed. for munsarims, 
the Oudh Akhbdér remarks that the present incumbents should 
be allowed to draw their present salaries, and that the new 
men should be paid according to the revised scale. The Oudh 


‘Mibdr then congratulates Sir George Uouper, Bart., on the 


amalgamation of Ondh. with the North- Western Provinces, and 
ft that the savings effected by the amalgamation will greatly 
mprove the welfare of the people. The experience of the last 
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~~ Years proves that the administration of the province has 
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in no way ‘puffered: froin the abolition of the Chief Commis- 
sionership. | ey 


The Rahbar-i-Hind dine 28th f July says that salt sells at 


Salt at Kohat. | Rohat from’ two to four anna per 


~ maund, and urges that the Govern- 
ment should levy a tax japon it as at Pinddédal Khan. The 


Vaziris and the Afridis aré no doubt lawless men, but as 
both the tribes have been chiastised, they will not now have 
the courage to oppose the tak, 


The Urdu: Akhbar (published in Marathi at Akola) of 
“The retrenchment of the. 26th. July, in regard to the ques- 
pully qapencivars. "ae ore retrenchment of public ex- 
penditure, remarks that the former Hindu rajas were accustom- 
ed to take only the one-sixth of the produce from the culti- 
vator, and the Muhammedan kings the one-fourth. The En- 
glish Government has raised its demand to nearly onc-half 
the produce. > Looking at its increased income, it should be 
richer than the former Hindu and Musalman kings. But it 
is surprising that far from being rich, it is heavily involved 
in debt. The former kings conducted the administration ata 
very small cost. ‘They did not keep so large a number of offi- 


cers as the Government, nor did they pay them so highly. 


Under the present régime the administration consists of 
many departments, and in each department there is a large 
number-of officers, and the officers get a large pay. Formerly 
there were only three grades of officers subordinate to the 
raja in the revenue department, viz., the patils, the mamlat- 
dara, and the divan. But at present there are the patils, 


the mamlatdars, the collectors, the revenue commissioners, 


the provincial. governors, the Government of India, the 
Secretary of State, and Parliament.. The ‘number of mam- 
latdars who do all the revenue work is small, and they 
draw only Rs. 150 or Rs. 200 a month, while the higher 
officers, who examine and check their work, are many, * 

are highly paid, as, for ‘instance, the collector ira 
Rs. 2,500, the commissioner Rs. 3, 000, the Governo 
Rs. 10 ,000, the Governor- General Rs. 20, 000, &e., dc. The 
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wat of every other branch of the administration is. equally 
extravagant. When the public revenues are so extravagantly 
gant, 


spent, there must be a deficit. _If the Government. exacted 
the whole produce of land from. the. cultivator as its due, 
‘natead of only the half of it, it would not be able to make 


both ends meet. It. is a matter of satisfaction that it has 


now resolved to enforce economy in the public expenditure. 


All expenditure that is not absolutely needed. should be 


retrenched, all unnecessary appointments abolished, and 


cheap native agency substituted in the place of the costly 


European agency as far as possible. It should be remem- 


will not improve the state of the finances. 


bered that the dismissal of a few chaprasis and ill-paid clerks 


| 
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The Samdchdr Sdr (the Bengali paper of Allahabad) of 


The creation of new dis- the 28th oaly: states that Lord caaal 
tricts in the North-West- bury, the late Secretary of State for 
—— _, India, sanctioned the creation of some 
new districts in the North-Western Provinces as one of the re« 
medies for the stagnation of promotion from which the junior 
civilians suffered, provided the creation would involve no ad- 
| ditioval expenditure. Sir George Couper, Bart , has .recom- 
. mended the creation of three new districts, viz., Etah, Pilibhit, 
and Ballia, and the Government of India has sanctioned his 


proposal. He says that it will involve no great additional 


expenditure, but, to our thinkin g, it will; and will conse- 
quently be opposed to the orders of the late Secretary of State 


above referred to. We do not see any reason why the Gov-— 


‘rament of India isso anxious to act in opposition to the 
Wishes of the Home Government in this matter. In the 
North-Western Provinces the average superficial area of a dis- 
inict is about 2,000 square miles, and the population one milli- 
on. There is only one district, | namely Gorakhpur, | whose 
| Population is two millions. Many districts in Bengal are 
fies than the ‘three | districts. in these. provinces which 
18 proposed to divide. into six districts. When one magis- 
tate and collector can satisfactorily manage the for mer, 


et 
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colle. 
tor cannot manage the latter, ° The fact of the matter ; 18 that 


the new districts are to be created Solely with a view of uoce 
lerating the promotion of. junior civilians; It is really sur. 
prising that the Government should try to increase the public 


: expenditure when the financial condition of the country is so 


bad We hope that Sir George Couper, Bart, will act with 
great prudence i in the matter. es 


‘The Arya Mittra of . the 25th July. publishes a summary 
The Deccan Byte Releif of the Deccan Ryots Relief Bill, and 
wilh remarks that a measure like the Bill 
in question was, undoubtedly needed for the relief of the in- 
debted agriculturists of the- Deccan. Their indebtedness may 
be ascribed to several causes. They. obtained a great benefit 
from the abnormal rise in the price of cotton during the late 
American war. When their income was increased, they 


learned ‘a better mode of living, ' and the Government sia 
the land revenue, When the war was at an end, the price 


of cotton fell, and they were obliged to borrde to meet 
their increased expenses, The mahajans defrauded them, 
and in the course of time they were hopelessly involved 


; in debt. The Bill now introduced is calculated to pre 


tect them against the extortion of their creditors and to 
improve their condition. Tho Hon'ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan, 
C.S.I1, thinks that there are two defects in the provisions 
of the Bill. First, in regard to the registration of bonds, he 


remarks that it is no “proof of the money having been 
paid by the creditor to the debtor. The fromer pays the 


‘amount of the bond to the latter before the registrar, but 


takes back the whole ‘amount a ‘portion | of it from him 
as soon as they come out of the. ‘yégistrar’s office. This 
is quite true, but the Hon’ble Sayyid Ahmad Khan wy 4 
suggested no remedy — for this evil. ‘Secondly, -oobhoa | 
Opinion that the conciliator: ‘will not be able to to set 
disputes between the debtor’ and: his creditor, because . 
will have-fo power: to seesiaual the defendant to attend’at bi 


e" 


delay in the decision 0: , m.. Moreover, .. shoul 
ss eel that no mahajan -will reduce his claim so 
largely before a coneiliator ‘as before a- regular. court. - We 


concur with the Hon'ble Sayyid Ahmad:Khan on this point. 
An additional provision § ould be made in: the Bill to.the - 


effect that no deputy collector, tahsildar or: police officer should 
be appointed a conciliator. There is. one. thing more which 
deserves favourable consideration at the hands of the Go- 
vernment. When the income of the agriculturists was in- 
creased, the Government increased the land revenue. Now 
that their income has been diminished, it should also. reduce 
nme. se ee, ape a | 
The Simla correspondent of the Panjdbt Akhbdr: of the 
Cassorati and the Go- 26th July, together with other local 
vernment officers at Simla. nows, states that the subscriptions 
which are being collected at Simla -to enable Cassorati, who 
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has been charged with killing a native, to conduct his defence, 


are increasing every day. Themembers of the Viceroy’s Coun- 


cil, Secretaries to the Government of India, and the Judges of 
_ the High Court have also subscribed. All of them are trying 


ay whether the judge who will try the case 
one of the subscribers ‘or not. Two jurors will be ap- 
Ponted to decide the case. They will be either Italians or 
' the inhabitants of some other foreign cotintry. — - 
the Shola Tar of the 29th July says that the prosperity 
nivaduitin arta ‘and of India’ depends tipon the improve: 
The tient of Indian arts anid nianufactires. 
we of Indian arts is not in the power of native 
Late’ ease they are illiterate anid poor. Even if 
be. © sometimes invents a. new’ thing, his inv@:tion 18 
* 8Pproved nor acquires publicity. Some time ago one 
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“Mirza Aspar Ali Beg a, patrol of the Beeias, tnvéiited 
which could fire thirty times in a minuté. When he 


disorder they are rende 
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Sent it 
to the Roorkee workshop: for construction, i it was found j imprac. 


ticable. Natives sometimes get the plant of machines from 


England, and start fact ries. Bat if the machines fall into 


useless, beeause no one in India 


‘ean mend them. The only way of improving Indian arty 
is by the establishment of industrial schools, The schools will | 


‘be usefal both to the people and the Government. The latter _ 


has to pay large salaries to Buropean artizans employed in ity 
workshops. Butif industrial schools were established, the ser- 
vices of native artizans would be available for smaller pay. Lord 

Lytton has secured India against foreign invasion by fortifying — 


the north-western frontier. His Lordship should now adopt 


measures to improve the material condition of the natives, and 
establish industrial schools: in.each province. The writer 


then refers to the establishment of a branch exhibi- 


tion, by the Fine Arts Society of Simla, for specimens of 
native workrmanabip, and publishes the notice that has bec | 


| _ lasued by the Society regarding the next exhibition, and re 


marks that the scheme will have the effect of encouraging 
Iadian arts and manufactures in some degree. 


 LNeir of, the 26th J aly publishes the notice that 


Phe -egtablishment, of 4 hasbeen issued by the Fine ArtsSosiety 
oh seo Simls ef Gimla. about the establishment of 


Workmansliip. a anny al . vexhibition at Sl mia for 


Ons of native workmanship, and remarks that the 


scheme is ealoulated te encour: ge Indian arts. The writer 
then regrets that, India depends upon Europe for the supply 


8, Such as s needles, thread, lucifer, 
&e, . and asks the well-to-do classes of the eommunity to estat 
lish all kinds a factories in thi ke Lichen 


ees us Le cee Ae ude to Gor | 
Postage on newspapers, : ee aly cxpre 88 ng . rar ion of 
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new quarter anna net sandie and ask Gureraneat i eis aco 


"the postage on newsps apers. from half alr anna ‘to quart ter of ; 


ill ‘encourage 
on the ground that the redaction | wi 
sede eewalatiGnt and publication, ' and fh tease the Theorie of 


the postal department. 


The Akhbdr-t-A'm of the gard J oy. pr to 5 the eeinite 


subject, remarks that the passing of the. 

, subject . Press Act has induced the people to 

think that the Government hates. newspapers , but that the 

reduction of postage on newspapers. will. remove this: miscon- 
ception from their minds, ae 


‘RAILWAY. 


The Samdchar Séer (the Bengali paper of Allahabad) of 
The station master of the 28th July, in its local news co- 


Sirathu (Allahaba : 
ron ota ak jamn, states that a ‘boy fell from the 


prisonment, train between Sirathu and Khaga, as 
the door of the carriage had not been shut, and that con- 
sequently the station master of Sirathu has been. sentenced 
_ to imprisonment. for one ‘month for carelessness. ‘The writer 
eonsiders the station mggter innocent ; first, because it is not 
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probable that the door was not shut, secondly, because it is the — 


duty of a suberdinate officer to open and shut the doors, and 
not that of the station master, and, thirdly, because there is 
_8o rule to the effect that at small stations, like Sirathu, the 


railway servants should examine the doors of every carriage, 
which would be impossible, 2 
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LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS: 


A correspondent of the Panjabt Akhbér of the 26th*J ey 
Png complaints, Gur- Writing from Gurdaspur, states that 
the post-office i is situated outside the 

‘own, and that, therofor re, the people, especially those who live 
in the eastern. part of the town, are exposed to great inconve- 
nienee, In order to remove this inconvenience a letter-box 
should be Placed i in the eastern pad of fess town. ‘The night 
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goil is collected at a very small distance from the town , Which 
“4s very objectionable on sanitary grounds. 


Po 


~~ (All the Marathi. papers of: Berar express satisfaction 


Vasdeva Balvant Phadke, 2 the arrest of Vasdeva Balvant 
the dakait leader of ned Phadke, the dakait leader of the 


Decean. 


‘Deccan, by Major Daniel, the super. 
intendent of police, Poona.) = 
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